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• Human trafficking is a rapidly growing crime (Sauber, 2020).
• Human trafficking is modern-day slavery (Ellery, 2019)
• Internationally, there are more than 40 million trafficking 
victims (ilo, 2017, p.5)
• Human trafficking is an underreported and under 
recognized crime (Polaris, 2020)
• Human trafficking does not discriminate- it affects all 
schools and all socioeconomic groups and men, women, 
boys, girls, and transgender individuals (Knox, 2020)
• A 2014 study found that as many as 87% of trafficked 
victims made some contact with the healthcare system at 
some point during their captivity (Polaris, 2020)
• 63.3% of that contact was in the emergency 
departments(Marcia-Konstantopoulos, 2018)
• Trafficking can be forced marriage and sex, forced labor and 
prostitution, and even organ removal (Sauber, 2020)
• Profits of nearly 150 million dollars yearly are reported (ilo, 
2017, p.5)
• 71% are females and 29% are males (ilo, 2017, p.5)
• 1 of 4 victims of trafficking are children (ilo, 2017, p.5)
PURPOSE
BACKGROUND
• Review of literature on similar teaching 
modules and the use of pre- and post-test 
evaluations, have been positive
• The Lutz survey used a similar teaching concept
• Pre-survey indicated a knowledge deficit in the 
measured concepts on human trafficking
• Post-survey results were compared to the pre-
survey after the teaching module was 
completed and the results were a significant 
increase in the perceived knowledge 
• The Grace survey used the same pre- and post-
survey methods and showed a significant 
increase in human trafficking knowledge
• Percentages of nurses being able to identify 
and assist trafficked victims increased
• Participants had positive comments on the 
effectiveness of this style of teaching
METHODS/FRAMEWORK
• The teaching module will consist of an educational 
PowerPoint presentation that includes risks factors, 
identifying factors, and interventions associated with 
trafficking victims.
• A quantitative study will be used to evaluate the 
effectiveness of this teaching module
• A pre-test will be administered prior to viewing the 
module by the emergency room nurses
• The module will be viewed
• The post-test will be completed following the teaching 
module
• Pre- and post-test scores will be compared
• Ideally, post-test scores will be better than the pre-test 
ones
• Further follow-up can be assessed at 3-month intervals 
and adjustments can be made to the module as 
necessary
• Success of this project will be based on increased 
awareness of human trafficking and the identification 
of actual victims
OUTCOMES
• Nurses play an essential role in improving health standards
• Education is an ongoing element of the nursing profession.
• Education is essential to the concept of evidence-based 
care.
• Because of the large number of victims that have contact 
with the healthcare system, education on this topic is 
essential to help address and identify the problem of 
human trafficking
CONCLUSION
• The purpose of this project was to develop a teaching 
module to educate emergency room registered nurses 
on human trafficking and its risk factors, indicators, and 
steps to take once identification is made.
• Healthcare workers have been identified as a critical 
first-line of defense against trafficking through 
recognition and intervention
• Data shows a lack of educational opportunities in the 
healthcare system
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• The purpose of this scholarly project is to develop a 
teaching module to equip emergency room nurses with 
the knowledge necessary to identify and assist possible 
victims of human trafficking.
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